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T he law, which ordams confiſcations, ſets a price on the head 
of the ſubjeft ; with the guilty puniſhes the innocent; and, by 
reducing them to indigence and deſpair, tempts them ta becoms 
criminal, — Decal. 


= Speak of me as I am: 
Nothing extenuate, — nor ſet down aught in malice. 
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To the READER 


HE veneration I entertain for the Con- 
ſtitution of my country, and the right 


to intrude upon the public with a ſhort Nar- 
rative relative to the capture of St. Euſta- 
tius. 


The names I have been obliged to mention 
could not have been omitted without particu- 
lar injury to the ſtory. 1 have ſuppreſſed ſome 
intereſting facts from prudential conſidera- 
tions, contenting myſelf with having made 
them known there only where it was indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary, and could be done with ſecu- 
rity, 


If the obtaining reſtitution be out of my 
reach, the juſtification 'of my character is a 
duty ſtill reſting upon me, tor the ſake of my 


lic I appeal, with a diffidence winch often 
accompanies the injured and unfortunate, 


| The peruſal of theſe facts will perhaps be 
found intereſting to the nation at large, and 
to thoſe particularly who already have, or are 
A 2 likely 
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I have to partake of its privileges, impel me 


injured tamily ; — and to the indulgent pub- 


141 
likely to have, commercial eſtabliſhments in 
foreign countries, 


If, in the number of readers, there be found 
one, who, by induſtry and inceſſant labour for a 
ſeries of years, in the moſt inhoſpitable climate, 
has acquired ſuch a competency as encouraged 
the hope of providing for a numerous fami- 
ly, and from whom all has been ſnatched, in 
a moment, by the mercileſs hand of milita 
power, he will join in the exclamation, that, 
however ſerious the accuſation, the prez judiced 
judge ſhould not act as executioner; — and, 
that a power to condemn, and to confiſcate, 
for his own emolument, joined in the ſame 
perſon, is inconſiſtent with the policy of an 


enlightened nation, and with the rights of 
Engliſnmen! 
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THE 


OF 


Richard Downing Jennings. 


N order to make the reader acquainted with my 

right as a Britiſh ſubject, it is neceſſary to pre- 
miſe, that J am a native of the ancient colony of 
Bermuda; and that I removed thence in the 
year 1766, when all Europe was at peace, to the 
Dutch free port of Saint Euſtatius, for the purpoſe 
of trade only; with the laudable intention of bet- 
tering my fortune, but not of abandoning my coun- 
try | 


fome have paſſed many years there without havin 
been required to take an oath; a peaceable confor- 
mity to the laws was alone expected; reſidence con- 
ferred the ordinary rights of burgerſhip ; * 
| went 


The conſtitution of the free port of Saint Euſta- 
tius was peculiarly favourable to foreign ſettlers ; 
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I went to ſettle at that iſland, the governor of it 
was as much admired for the urbanity of his man- 
ners as for the ſtrength of his underſtanding. 

The ſubjects of civilized nations, who form com- 
mercial eſtabliſhments 1n foreign countries, are not 
conſidered as enemies to their native country, or 
made ſo by undue reſtrictions. The knowledge and 
wealth they acquire add to the ſtock of their own 
nation ; though abroad, their rights as citizens are 

reſerved entire, and their native attachment 1s 
{ſtrengthened by frequent regulations in their favour. 
Under ſuch encouragements, their induſtry and en- 


terpriſe are valuable to their mother-country, and 


they are claſſed in the number of its moſt uſeful 

ſubjects. | 
No legal or political reſtraint exiſts to prevent 

Engliſhmen -from travelling, or taking up their re- 


ſidence in foreign countries. On the contrary, 


many branches of, or dependents upon, houſes in 
Great Britain, have formed eſtabliſhments in dif- 
ferent foreign ports of Europe, and conſuls have 
been appointed to watch over their commercial in- 
tereſts. Upon the ſame principle, but without this 
peculiar protection, Engliſh merchants have eſta- 
bliſhed themſelves in the Weſt-Indies, and particu- 
larly at St. Euſtatius, a place which promiſed great 
commercial advantage. 

The government of this country has not only 
opened various free ports upon different occaſi- 
ons, but in the late war countenanced that of St. 
Euſtatius, by paſſing an act to make it the entrepor 
for tobacco, an article of great conſequence to the 


revenue; but which could only be got from coun- 
tries actually at war with this, in return for ſupplies | 


tO 


1 


to them, and from which the enemy of courſe re- 
ceived its ſnare of advantage. 

I reſided at St. Euſtatius when the late war com- 
menced. The object of my eſtabliſnment there was 
trade, not agency. Thoſe, with whom I immedi- 
ately aſſociated myſelf, were my brother and a kinſ- 
man,. both natives of Bermuda, and Britiſh ſubjects. 
The Dutch were not involved in the war; and 
there did not appear any neceſſity for me to leave 
all my concerns in confuſion, and abandon an el- 
tabliſnment, the reſult of ten years labour and ex- 
pence, or to truſt to hazard for a new ſettlement 
in other quarters. I continued as in peace a ge- 
neral merchant, and did not attempt to reſtrain my- 
ſelf in a commerce, which was perfectly free and 
eagerly purſued as well by the merchants of this 
as of other countries; but acted directly in favour 
of none of the belligerent powers, except Great 
Britain. Every merchant, of what nation ſoever, 
who followed this line of diſtinction at that free 
port, was enabled to contribute to the general 
wealth and revenue of his mother country, while 
he was enriching himſelf; and at the ſame time had 
opportunities of procuring uſeful intelligence, for 
which the ſituation of St. Euſtatius, and the great 
reſort to it, were moſt peculiarly favourable. No 
merchant, whoſe profeſſion is buying and ſelling, 
will refuſe to part with his goods for a fair equiva- 
lent. Other nations derived political as well as 
commercial advantages from this free port, and the 
Britiſh commanders in that neighbourhood had in 
this way a ſuperiority over their rivals, — for the 
place abounded with Engliſhmen ; ſome of whom 


had 
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had built and endowed the only foreign church to 


be ſeen in that iſland. 

The buſineſs, carried on by myſelf and partners, 
has been advantageous to the Britiſh colonies and 
the Britiſh empire. From the year 1774 to 1781, 


ve exported goods to Great Britain to the amount 


of (200, ooo, for which 75,000 was paid in duties, 
to the increaſe of the national revenue, and the re- 
mainder was employed in ordinary commercial 
tranſactions of conſiderable advantage to the ma- 
nufactures of this country. ks 

In the year 1772, having afforded relief to the 
deputies of the king of Spain, and the paſſengers 
and crews of two Spaniſh regiſter-ſhips, wrecked 
on the Engliſh iſland of Anguilla; the court of 
Spain condeſcended to grant a particular permiſſion 
to inveſt the amount of what I had advanced on 
that occaſion in the produce of Porto Rico.—This 
circumſtance enabled me to increaſe the market for 


the manufactures of Great Britain, and to furniſh 


mules, mill-timber, live cattle, and other uſeful 
articles to its Weſt-India colonies. 

In the courſe of the late war, the Engliſh iſlands 
received almoſt daily ſupplies of proviſions, and e- 
very neceſſary of life through the free port of St. 
Euſtatius; their inhabitants, when captured by the 


enemy, found an aſylum there for their perſons and 


effects: after the policy of parliament adopted the 
expedient of the tobacco- act, nineteen thouſand 
four hundred and ſeventy-eight hogſheads of to- 
bacco (which increaſed the revenue near two mil- 
lion ſterling) were ſhipped, through the medium of 
the neighbouring Engliſh iſlands, from St. Euſta- 
tius to Great Britain, with which there was a very 

extenſive 
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extenſive and unreſtrained commercial intercourſe. 


from that iſland; in peace it was a place of great 
reſort, and in war became the fair at which the ſub- 


jects of contending nations met, and bartered their vl 

commodities with each other. | | 
It is to be regretted, that it had no credit for the Ai 

advantages it afforded this kingdom and its colonies, £1 


; and that ſome of the Britiſh commanders on that f 
ſtation neglected the offers, as well of ſupplies as 
of intelligence, made from thence. Notwithſtand- 
ing the aſſertions, which, to ſerve a purpole, have 
been hazarded to the contrary, there has never ex- 
iſted an inſtance, in which every article at that market 
would not have been furniſhed by the Britiſh re- 
ſidents there, for the ſervice of this nation, in pre- 
ference to every other; though their veſſels. failing 
under the neutral flag of the port, were captured in | 
an arbitrary manner, and condemned on the moſt : 
1 frivolous pretences in the neighbouring Admiralty 
Courts; and, though overtures on important oc- 
caſions, from individual Britiſh merchants reſiding 
there, were neither attended to nor acknowledged ;— 
perhaps, if a Britiſh conſul had been appointed to 
that iſland in an early ſtage of the war, that with 
the Dutch might have been prevented, or the dig- 
nity of the nation might have been preſerved from 
e 4g; when it did happen. The relative va- 
ue of St. Euſtatius to this country has been miſ- 
underſtood, or wantonly miſrepreſented ; as will be 
acknowledged by all who know the ſubject. 
My own \ perſonal claim to the reader's attention 
depends on the following circumſtances, ſupported 
1 by the proofs referred ro in the Appendix, and by 
\ others, which can be produced. 
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J was applied to by Governor General Burt, on 
the 19th of October, 1778, ſoon after the ſurprize 
of Dominica, for a ſupply of arms and ammunt- 


tion, for the uſe of the garriſon of St. Kits. (See 


Appendix, letter A.) I ſpared no pains or exertion 
in executing this commiſſion ; paid ready money 
for the articles, and ſent them, in the moſt ſecure 
and expeditious manner, within three days. (See 
Appendix, B.) The governor was ſo well ſatisfied 
with my conduct, that upon their arrival he, on the 
7th of November, wrote to thank me for the aſſi- 


duity, ſecrecy, and diſpatch, with which I had ex- 


ecuted his order. (See Appendix, C.) I had ſome 
apprehenſions of pecuniary riſk in this tranſaction, 
which were not ill- founded; for, the governor died 
not long after the receipt of theſe ſtores, —and, as 
he acted without the concurrence of the legiſlature 
of the iſland, who had refuſed him a vote of ſup- 
ply upon the occaſion, it was above three years 
before I was reimburſed this advance, without re- 
ceiving any compenſation for the intereſt of my 
money. 

When Admiral Byron, in the month of June, 
1779, anchored at St. Kitts, after the engagement 
with Count D'Eſtaizn off Grenada, I offered to 
ſupply that commander with ſpars, cordage, and 
other naval or military ſtores, which could be pro- 
cured at St. Euſtatius. This offer was made in 
writing, and, though not accepted, the gentleman, 
who handed it to the admiral, wrote me that the 
overture was opportunely made, and for articles very 
much wanted. (See Appendix, D.) | 

On the 26th of July, 1779, I diſpatched an ex- 
preſs to Admiral Byron, then lying at St, Kits, 
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with information of an unexpected event, which 
was the firſt that admiral received on the occaſion. 
This J repeated the next morning, with other im- 
portant particulars, by a frigate, which accidentally 
called at St. Euſtatius. (See Appendix, E.) In 
this ſtep I expoied a confiderable part of my pro- 
perty, and a valuable privilege, to the molt immi- 
nent danger. | 

B. E. Joel, Eſq. captain of the Queen's Ame- 
rican Rangers, had been driven off the coaſt of A- 
merica, and came to St. Euſtatius, with thirty re- 
cruits under his care, in the utmoſt diſtreſs, I re- 
leved them with a ſupply of money, and advanced 
ſevcral other ſums, at different times, to officers in 
the Britiſh ſervice, and to perſons who pretended 
to be ſuch ;—all of which I totally loſt. 

My agent at Porto Rico relieved Captain Haw- 
kins, and the officers and crew of his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Deal-Caſtle, in the moſt honourable and 
diſintereſted manner, when wrecked on that iſland, 
in the dreadful hurricane of October, 1780. (See 
Appendix, F.) The money advanced on this occa- 
ſion was alſo very nearly loft, as the firſt and ſecond 
copies of the bills, given by Captain Hawkins, were 


ſeized at the capture of St, Euſtatius, and withheld - 


from me- by the admiral's captain, in preſence of 
General Vaughan. 3 

The preſident of the council of St. Kits, in June, 
1780, ſent a reſpectable merchant of that iſland 
to intreat me to aſſiſt in diſcovering the writer of 
ſeveral anonymous letters he had received, con- 
taining overtures for the communication of ſome 
very intereſting intelligence, I was fortunate e- 


nough to ſucceed in diſcovering the author of the 
| B 2 | letters, 
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letters, who communicated what he already knew, 
and propoſed a feaſible plan for regularly obtainin 
farther information. The danger to which I ſhoul 
expoſe my property, and the difficulty of engaging 
in ſuch a ſcheme, were obvious to all who had any 
acquaintance with the nature of commerce at a free 
port; but the criſis appeared ſo important to the 
ſucceſs of Great Britain, and the plan of informa- 
tion of ſo much conſequence, that I chearfully em- 
barked in it, without being deterred by ſelfiſh 
conſiderations. This was immediately communi- 
cated to the ſolicitor- general of the Leeward Iſlands; 
(ſee Appendix, G.) to Admiral Rodney's confi- 
dential agent; (ſee Appendix, H.) and by him to a 
diſtiaguiſhed officer at Antigua; to an active and 
diſintereſted general then at St. Kits, who correſ- 
ponded with General Vaughan, his ſuperior, upon 
the ſubject; (ſee Appendix, I.) and a perſon, lately 
dead, was employed by Lord Rodney's agent, and 
had an interview with that admiral and General 
Vaughan, in order to fix upon a regular mode of 
proceeding, 

In ſuch a junQure, as every article of intelli- 
gence was of the utmoſt importance, I tranfmitted 
all I could poſſibly obtain, from time to time, 
through the merchant, and directly to Mr. Akers; 
which laſt, on the part of the admiral and general, 
expreſſed himſelf in terms of the warmeſt approba- 
tion for ſervices ſo opportunely performed. (See 
Appendix, K.) N 

Without waiting for theſe letters, I had on ac- 
count of the exigency of the moment, and, to 
ſeize ſo advantageous an opportunity, advanced to 
the anonymous writer 4124. 105. and afterwards 
1341, ſterling more, (ſee Appendix, L.) making, 
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with the expence of expreſſes, in all, 567 J. 4s. to 
enable him to execute his miſſion; the importance 
of which can only be conceived by a full recital of 
all the circumſtances with which it was connected. 
On all theſe occaſions, I was ſtimulated by a na- 
tural attachment to this kingdom. When the pub- 
lic ſervice of it was in queſtion, I charged neither 
profit nor commiſſion ; many of the individuals [ 
relieved were not in a ſituation to make me com- 
enſation; the intelligence I communicated was vo- 
ee and without ſtipulation ; I ſolicited no pub- 
lic notice or reward ; I apprehended no invaſion by 
the Britiſh at St. Euſtatius; and much leſs feared 


any conſequences from one like thoſe which fol- 


lowed the capture by Lord Rodney and General 
Vaughan; my property in commercaal circulation 
was expoſed; and, though ſhielded by the neutral 
flag of the government under which I had local pro- 
tection, was frequently, on trivial pretences, con- 
demned in the admiralty-courts, 

Mr. Akers's letter (K) muſt again be referred to; 
the reader is requeſted to peruſe it with attention. 
It will appear, that, in a matter of the utmoſt im- 
portance to the nation, and which was attended with 


particular riſk to myſelf, 1 had voluntarily advanced 


my own money; and that I had ſtipulated for no 
condition but that of concealing my name; for 
which, and to make ſuitable returns for ſervices ſo 
meritoriouſly attempted, he, the confidential agent te 
the Britiſh commanders, in their names, pledged the 
faith of goverument. | 

Let us mark the event. 

Six months after the receipt of this letter, the 
6apture of St. Euſtatius by the Britiſh fleet and ar- 
my, commanded by Lord Redney and General 


Vaughan, 


44 


Vaughan, happened; without any declalation of 
war, or previous notice to the ſubjects of any nation. 
The iſland ſurrendered, at the firſt ſummons, to the 
clemency and magnanimity of the captors. I was the 
perſon who wrote the ſurrender. 1 had never ſeen 
Admiral Rodney or General Vaughan. At Grena= 
da, St. Kit's, Dominica, and Tobago, iſlands 
which had been taken in the late war, and the firſt 
by ſtorm, private property on-ſhore, though be- 
longing to enemies, had not been touched, and the 
captors entered into a reaſonable compolition with 
the proprietors for what was afloat ; that of neutrals 
had been preſerved inviolate with ſcrupulous cau- 
tion. Engliſhmen, for whom the laws of their 
country had provided a tribunal, to which they are 
told an injured ſubject can reſort with certainty of 
redreſs, had nothing to fear from Engliſhmen, — 
till St. Euſtatius was taken, — There the order of 
things was reverſed ; Engliſh commanders in chief, 
infected with the commercial mania of the place, 
became merchants :— Engliſhmen were plundered, 
and their goods were fold to the French, — whoſe 
veſſels, laden with the ſpoil, ſailed as truces to their 
00n blockaded ports. 
The aſſurances of public acknowledgement, 
which I had fo recently received from Lord Rodney 
and General Vaughan, through the ſame agent, un- 
der whoſe advice and influence the fate of St. Eu- 
ſtatius and 1ts inhabitants had fallen, made it impoſ- 
ſible to ſuſpect that any thing diſhonourable was in- 
tended towards me; and I was ready to attribute a 
conduct, not to be accounted for upon principles of 
| juſtice or national dignity, to political expedience. 
— I was admitted to converſations both with the 
| admiral 
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admiral and general very ſoon after their arrival. I 
was applied to for information upon many occaſions 
frequently ſaw the general ; was once conſulted by 
the admiral, and my advice applauded. Orders 
were iſſued for me to ſupply the army and navy; 
which I did to the amount of 216 3/. 6s. ſterl.— The 
admiral directed me, in conſequence of the repreſen- 
tation I made on the ſubject, to make a return of the 
property afloat in the bay, which came under the 
protection of the royal proclamation in favour of the 
captured iſlands. This was the act of one day. 

I ſoon experienced a melancholy reverſe of treat- 
ment. The receipts, I had been directed to take 
for what I had delivered for the uſe of the navy, I 
was in the evening of the ſame day compelled to de- 
liver up, and they were torn in my preſence by the 
officer who iſſued the order. Upon preſenting the 
return abovementioned, prepared by command of 
the admiral, and which I had done with accuracy 
and diſpatch, that nobleman, (who the day before 
had diſtinguiſhed me by his attention,) on this occa- 
ſion, in the preſence of General Vaughan, deſcended 
to the moſt vulgar abuſe, and, without examination, 
reprobated the paper, which contained proofs of its 
own authenticity, and was delivered by a perſon who 
had before given proofs that he was incapable of aſ- 
ſerting a falſehood. The army and navy continued to 
call for ſupplies, which I had neither inclination or 
power to retuſe, and which I delivered to the a- 


mount of £7568 125. ſterling; but was threatened 


with military execution if I aſked for a receipt. 
My property, that ſum included, to the amount of 
£47000, was the firſt confiſcated, and I was ſhortly 
afterwards, without warning, formally baniſhed, 
(ſee Appendix, M.) in a manner fo unworthy the 
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Britiſh character, that I forbear to recite any o- 
ther particulars than that I was the only perſon 
that was ſerved with a written order to quit the 
iſland with my family: no accommodation of a 
veſſel was afforded to tranſport them ; and, though 
by a public act of the commanders in chief, I was 
compelled to pay money to General Vaughan's ſe- 
cretary for a permit to paſs the centinels into the 
boat. And, after the departure of thoſe commanders, 
when the diſtraction of the moment had ſubſided, 
and a form of government was reſtored, I applied for, 
but could not procure leave, for the return of my 
family, for reaſons expreſſed in Appendix, N. who 


were thus obliged ta remain at a diſtance from their 


home, expoſed to very great inconvenience, and at 
conſiderable expence. — The treatment, I received 
on this occaſion, I have been willing to attribute 


to the influence and ſelfiſh jealouſy of thoſe im- 


mediately about the perſon of the admiral, Con- 
ſcious of no crime, I ſolicited and encouraged the 
moſt minute enquiry into my general conduct; no 
accuſation or complaint was openly preferred againſt 
me, — and an opportunity to juſtify myſelf was re- 
fuſed to my repeated importunities. 

In the firſt interview, I had acknowledged, that 
my purſuits as a merchant furniſhed me with op- 
portunities of commercial intercourſe with all the 
different nations in that neighbourhood. 

Though many opportunities and temptations had 
offered themſelves, and though I continued to trade 
with them as a merchant, I had never in any in- 
ſtance, directly or indirectly, given the ſmalleſt in- 
formation to 4 enemies of my country; and had 
been ready, upon every emergency, to promote the 

1 intereſts 


1 | 
intereſts of Great Britain. I delivered up my letter 
books, when I might have ſecreted them; a vo- 
Juntary ſubmiſſion to ſuch an order had no appear- 
ance of guilt; after having been ſent to England, to 
the great prejudice of my private affairs, and long 
detained, they were at laſt reſtored to me by a gen- 
tleman, to whom I am greatly indebted for ſo diſ- 
intereſted an act of courteſy; and as the purpoſe 
which made them neceſſary to me has been anſwered, 
are ready to be delivered up again, if required; for, 
I am conſcious they will be found the records of 
many well-meant and zealous acts of ſervice to this 

kingdom. The officer, to whom the examination 
of them was committed at St. Euſtatius, and who 
accompanied them to the ſecretary of ſtate's office, 
though ſtrongly impreſſed with all the prejudices 
and partialitics incident to the ſervice in which he 
was engaged, and a ſtranger to commercial tranſ- 
actions on general principles, — is a man of honour 
and a gentleman, and, to his candid report of their 
contents, I truſt I may appeal. 
4 I was ſurpriſed to learn, that the contents of theſe 
t letter-books were called in queſtion by Lord Rod- g = 
ney, (in my abſence, after I had returned to the 9 
Weſt-Indies, in order to repair my broken fortunes,) 
to the injury of my reputation, and to obſtruct my 
legal claims: as I had trequently ſeen his lordſhip 
while I was in England, in 1782 and 1783, and 
among other expreſſions of civility, he had con- 
d deſcended to tell me, that 7 had been cruelly treated, 
and that he would recommend me to the notice of his 
majeſty's miniſters. | 
The regard due to my own character, which has 
been affected by the obloquy thrown on me at St. 
Euſtatius, obliges me to compare Lord Rodney's 
1 | ſtatement 
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ſtatement of his proceedings, reſpecting that cap- 
ture, with his actual conduct during his long ſtay 
at that iſland; that the impartial public might 
judge of the motives which influenced his treatment 
of the merchants there; and whether his meaſures 
were directed by views as diſintereſted and honour- 
able as thoſe to which he has laid claim, or will 
tend to invalidate the charges, on which his lordſhip 
has ventured to reſt his juſtification, 

I ruminate with patriotic pleaſure on the exploits 
of the great and fortunate commander, whoſe name 
is mentioned in this narrative; and bewail the neceſ- 
ſity which compels me to ſpeak clearly on the diſ- 
guſting ſubject. | 

1 ſhall not enlarge upon the particular ſeverities, 
which were exerciſed upon the inhabitants of St. 
Euſtatius, by the military parade, with which they 
were kept in perpetual terror, while every neceſſary 
of life, for the ſpace of twenty-ſeven days, before the 
retail ſhops were permitted to be opened, was with- 
held ; and that from the ſame cauſe the ſick ſoldiers 
died for want of nouriſhment: though I cannot 


lightly paſs over the 13th of February, — a day of | 


deſolation to the community at large, and the Jews 
in particular. Impreſſed with the ſhocking ſcene, 
I implored of General Vaughan a ſuſpenſion of the 
barbarous praclamation, publiſhed on the morning 
of that day. I repreſented how different the conduct 
of the French had been, to ſuch as by the fortune 
of war had fallen into their power, and urged every 
argument, which the moſt acute feelings on that 
diſtreſſing ſubject could dictate. Having obgyed 
the general's order, to commit what I had ſaid to 


writing; a conſultation followed between himſelf | 


and Lord Rodney, and a note was ſent me in the 


hand- 


( 19 ) 
hand-writing of the general's ſecretary, enquiring 
where the Jews would chooſe to go. In the mean time 
theſe poor wretches, without reſpect to age, infir- 
mity, or attachment to the Britiſh intereſts, had been 
driven like cattle into boats, and tranſported, no- 
body knew where, The captain of the burghers, 
whole partiality to the Engliſh had been notorious, was 
ſent on-board à man of war, as a priſoner, in a very 
infirm ſtate of health, and died in a few days after 
he was re-landed; notwithſtanding the tenderneſs 
and humanity with which Captain Robertſon, of the 
Shrewſbury, treated the old gentleman, a conduct 
which has impreſſed all who were privy to the cir- 
cumſtance, with a high opinion of the liberality of 
that gallant officer's ſentiments.—I am particular in 
this recital, beauſe it had eſcaped the recollection 


of the general, when the ſubject was diſcuſſed in the 


Houſe of Commons. 

It wil! however be neceſſary to call the reader's 
attention to ſome paſlages in the official inſtructions 
to the admiral and general ; and to ſome points in 
Lord Rodney's official letter of the 26th of March, 
1781. Theſe two remarkable documents are given 
at length in the Appendix. (See O and P.) 

It appears, from the admiralty inſtructions, that 
the view of his majeſty's miniſters, in directing this 
expedition, was to ſtop the ſupplies of proviſion 
and ſtores with which it was pretended, the enemies 
of Great Britain were partially ſupplied, through the 
medium of the Dutch iſlands, and particularly of 
St. Euftatins, On the other hand, in the official 
letter of Lord Rodney, it is repreſented, firſt, 
that Martinique was blockaded by the ſquadron 
under Lord Hood ; next,—that ſupplies of cordage 


and other neceſſaries had been retuſed to his ma- 


C 2 jeſty's 


* : 53 
— grm—_—_ er re 
ww y : 


— — 


( 20 ) 


jeſty's ſhips by the merchants of St. Euſtatius; 


and, thirdly,—that the Engliſh merchants reſiding 
there, in particular, had exhibited proofs of their 
rancour, and ſhewn themſelves inimical to his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice. 

Theſe ſeveral circumſtances I ſhall in turn com- 
ment upon ; premiſing only, that fifty-one days days 


had elapſed between the capture and the date of 


Lord Rodney's official letter ; a time ſufficient to 
have acquired every neceſſary intelligence as to 
facts: — the commander in chief had poſſeſſion of 
the letter-books of moſt of the merchants there, (a 
tew excepted,) which Lord Rodney's agent, who 
privately influenced every thing, had particular 
reaſons for ſuppreſſing an inquiry into.) Inquiſitors 
were appointed to give written characters of every 
perſon in the iſland: connexions were formed with 
ſome of the inhabitants; and ſuch, as were honour- 


ed with this diſtinftion, were received at the table 


of a bountiful Dutchmau, whoſe houſe had become 
head-quarters : and, laftly, a board of inquiry was 
inſtituted, at the head of which was placed the ad- 
miral's captain. <= 

I. The profeſſed object of the expedition, it has 
been ſtated, was to prevent a ſupply of proviſions and 
naval ſtores to the enemies of this country; and 
Lord Rodney aſſerts, that he had aſſiduouſly adopt- 
ed the views of his majeſty's miniſters who planned 
it, and, among other meaſures, had blockaded Mar- 
tinique. At the firſt opening of the ſales, therefore, 
an order was iſſued, that no navat or military ſtores 
fHHould be included in the general ſales. But this or- 
der was on the ſame day evaded by a private bargain, 
which Mr. Akers, one of the gencral's agents, and 
the admiral's private agent and confidential friend, 
| | made 
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made for ſelling the ſnip Helvetia, loaded with a 
choſen cargo of the moſt uſeful and moſt valuable 
articles, and with a large quantity of naval and mi- 
litary ſtores. She was afterwards eſcorted oy a man 
of war, under the orders of Lord Rodney, loaded 
as ſhe was, to the Daniſh iſland of St. Thomas, the 
principal and only por, to which the Americans 
now reſorted for fupplies; and to which that com- 
merce, for which St, Euſtatius had been reprobated, 
was removed with additional privileges. 

The proclamation, declaring the confiſcation of 
property, had announced that the public ſales were 


to begin on the 18th of March. No reaſon was 


aſſigned for the anticipation; but on the 15th my 


property was fold, and I was by proclamation prevent- 


ed from becoming a purchaſer of any part of it; 


though the inhabitants of the French iſlands, in par- 


ticular, at that time at war with Great Britain, were 
invited to, and did attend, the ſale. 

As this ſale was made before the general arrange- 
ments took place, the admiral's agent himſelf ſtood 
auctioneer ; and, in order to remove the apprehen- 
ſions of the neighbourhood, that the money, carried 
to the St. Euſtatius market, or that the goods pur- 
chaſed with it would not be confiſcated, an office was 
opened for granting permits to veſſels, of all nations 
and of every deſcription, laden with goods purchaſed 
at the ſales; and a perſon, who poſſeſſes talents which 
would have qualified him for a place of more reſpec- 
tability, was appointed ſuperintendant of the port. 

Lord Rodney ſtates, that the iſiand of Martinique 
was blockaded by the ſquadron under Lord Hood. 
To promote the ſales at Saint Euſtatius, veſſels of 
every deſcription were permitted to fail for the ene- 
my's ports, and for Mertinique in particular. The 

45 number 


RY Fs _ 
5 2 p - at * — 4 
je — i aa" 0 1 * 1 Fa: 2 F a <w ba 1 e ba 4 9 9 £755 * *. 2 . 
TT 2 CC EY TE IDC the. * nn e 
8 3 ö os SAEED YT EPEES Thi, 1 If 2 r * 
i { 5 e as 1 * 122 * * = r * . 5 o 4 1 * IA VC - 
. AE. i * a wg 11 == x 8 Ot {Ol i, 0 £5 NW On BT 
SE LEAN OP OI TIES I TS OIL od OCR SL Fs "SI TS 
IV > 1 "Yon £03] L 3 a M5 PY k GIL N24 8 n 4 © 
"7". Wd * A LE Es Pd * 2 ö d 11 9 
We ac ; e 8 
8 FATS, . 


( 22 ) 

number of theſe cannot be aſcertained, but might 
be gueſſed at from the circumſtance of twenty-five 
having failed in one fleet, with full cargoes, for 


ee . cleared out by the ſuperintendant, un- 
der whoſe ſignature it ſtood, by order of the comman- 


ders in chief ; till the public confidence became well 


eſtabliſhed, that the aſſurance was unneceſſary. 

It is to be obſerved, theſe French veſſels entered 
at St. Euſtatius as flags of truce from the French 
iſlands ; and, to ſave appearances, ſome of them 
cleared at the ſuperintendant's office for ſome of the 
neutral iflands in the neighbourhood ; but it is well 


known they generally went to the French iflands, as 


the whole twenty-five did which are here fpoken of. 
More French veſſels were ſeen at St, Euſtatius, with 
French colours diſplayed, for the time that Lord Rod- 
-. ney and General Vaughan remained there, than had 
ever been ſeen in that bay at any time before, while 
it was a free port and open to all nations; for, now 


the trade thence to the French iſlands was no longer 


expoſed to capture, The Sandwich lay there three 
months ; two other ſhips of the line a great part of 
the time; and two captains of his majeſty's navy 
were actually left on-ſhore at St Euſtatius to attend 
the appraiſements and ſales of the ſtores. The re- 
ſort of French veſſels to this grand military fair at 
laſt became ſo notoriouſly flagrant, that the regular 
queſtions, put by the acting officer for the day, on- 
board the admiral's ſhip, the Sandwich, under whoſe 
ſtern they neceſſarily paſſed before they anchored, 
were, Whence came ye? Have ye money on-board? — 
And, if they anſwered the laſt in the negative, they 
were ordered away. So that the blockade did not 
prevent a daily intercourſe between Martinique and 
St, Euſtatius ; the French commanders, by theſe 

means, 


2 


means, were regularly informed of what was paſling; 


they knew, perhaps, better than Lord Hood when 
that admiral was to expect the reinforcement of theſe 
ſhips and captains; and, no doubt, were pleaſed by 
the accounts they daily received of the effect which 
the ſales at St. Euſtatius were likely to have upon 
the campaign. 
Among other veſſels which ſailed with theſe per- 
mits was the ſnow Harmonie, for the Daniſh free 


port of St. Thomas. She received her entire lading 


from the agent's office. It conſiſted of flour, wine, 


cordage, ſail-cloth, and dry goods. In her way down, 


the Harmonie was ſtopped by a king's cruiſer, and 
carried into Tortola ; where ſhe would have been 
condemned, had not an expreſs by a government- 
ſchooner, ſtationed at St. Euſtatius, been ſent to 
prevent it. The government-ſchooner had been 
fitted up under the immediate inſpection of the licu- 
renant who commanded the Sandwich guardſhip ; 
and with a large quantity of lead and other articles, 
and all her ammunition and ſtores, was fold to a 
merchant at the free port of St. Thomas. The two 
laſt circumſtances happened after Lord Rodney had 
quitted St. Euſtatius. 

To mention the American veſſels cut out of the 


day of St. Martin's by Lord Rodney, previous to 


the general commencement of hoſtilities with the 
Dutch, is rather out of the order of the narrative, 
but not foreign to the ſubject. Theſe veſſels were 
ſold at St. Kits before they had been condemned 
by the admiralty-court of that iſland ; and, it is 
reaſonable to preſume, were purchaſed for American 
account, as they immediately went into that ſer- 
vice. The precipitation of this buſineſs, is, among 
others, a proof of the unbounded influence of 5 
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who acted under the patronage of Lord Rodney; 
for, the uſual formalities of office were diſpenſed 
with. — And it is notorious, that, of all the French 
truces which loaded at St. Euſtatius and failed with 
the admiral's permits, not one was ever interrupted 
by the numerous privateers with which thoſe ſeas 
ſwarmed; though theſe were hardy enough to at- 
tack ſhips, under convoy of a Daniſh man of war, 
and carry them into port, where they were con- 
demned, but their value, upon appeal, was after- 
wards ordered to be reſtored. Nor were any other 
of the veſſels, with thoſe goods on- board, attacked,, 
except a Portugueze ſnow, which was carried i into 
St. Kits by a Glaſzow privateer, and detained in the 
admiralty-court there, upon pretence of having war- 
like ſtores on-board. — She was, however, liberated 


upon the declaration of Daniel Roſs, (ſee Appendix 


Q.) partner to the agent for South Carolina, intimate 
friend and aſſociate of Aretas Akers, (Lord Rodney's 
agent,) deputy to General Vaughan's ſecretary, and 
auctioneer- general at the St. Euſtatius ſales. . 

II. Lord Rodney endeavours to juſtify his ſeve- 


rity, towards the inhabitants of St. Euſtatius, upon 


the pretence, that, through the medium of that iſland, 
the American navigation was chiefly ſupported. 
Was it to put a total ſtop to the circulation of ſuch 
ſupplies, that his lordſhip found it neceſſary to re- 
main three months there? or, was it to intercept 
their reſources, that the admiral and general in 
perſon attended the ſales of the very prohibited ar- 
ticles to the enemies of this country? Extrava- 
gant as this affertion might appear to the Britiſh 
reader, the fact is notorious and wants no proof, 

At the firſt opening cf the ſales, we have already 
ſeen, that an order had been iſſued 70 prevent the 
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ſale of naval and military ores ; but, when it was 


repreſented that the permitting theſe articles to be 
included would promote the ſale of the other goods, 
the order was countermanded ; and theſe prohibited 
articles were fold by public authority. (See Ap- 
pendix, for Daniel Roſs's affidavit, Q.) 

If, notwithſtanding the military diſci;line, fo ri- 
gorouſly exerciſed there, that the Raff-officers could 
not procure a dozen of wine for their tables but 
by a written permit, theſe things happened without 
the knowledge of the admiral and general, who 
were preſent the whole time, it will add to the pub- 
lic aſtoniſhment. 

Thus much for the manner in which the deſigns 
of government were promoted, as expreſſed in Lord 
Rodney's public orders, with reſpect to ſupplies 
intended for the enemy ; and the cHcacy wich which 
the blockade of Martinique, as ſtared in his lord- 
ſnip's letter, was executed. 

III. Lord Rodney has aſſerted, in the lame of- 
fical letter, that ſupplies of naval and other ſtores 
had been refuſed to his fleet by the inhabitants of 
St. Euſtatius. It would ſeem extraordinary, that a 
mixture of people of different nations, ſentiments, 
and intereſts, whoſe purſuit was buying ond ſelling to 
the beft cuſtomers, ſhould be unanimous in a reſolu- 
tion ſo oppoſite to common ſenſe and their own 


intereſt, and to the experience which every man has 


of human nature. Some proofs have been recited, 
and (till more are ready to be exhibited in the letter- 
books in queſtion, that every article, which that 
market afforded, had been offered, not only to other 


commanders, but even to Lord Rodney himſelf, 
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who was on- ſhore, at his agent's houſe, when the let- 
ters in Appendix, R. & S. were delivered. 

With reſpect to the rancour to this country, with 
which that nobleman has indiſcriminately ſtigmatiſed 


the Engliſh merchants of St. Euſtatius ; the miſtake, 


his lordſhip has been led into on that ſubject, will, I 
think, meet an ample refutation not only ſrom the 
facts which I have related reſpect ing myſelf, but from 
the inſpection of the letter-books in queſtion, if there 
remains the ſmalleſt neceſſity for vouchers to contra- 
dict a general charge, ſo evidently improbabie. 
When the government of that iflaad was reſtored, 
the Dutch governor (who had been appointed by 
the Marquis de Bouille) ſummoned all who called 
themſelves Engliſh ſubjects to ſwear offenſive and 
defenſive allegiance to the States of Holland; which 
they peremptorily and unanimouſly refuſed ; and 


they were permitted to take a qualified oath of 
neutrality (as appears in the Appendix, T.) upon 


renouncing all claim to their rights as burghers, Af- 
ter the ſhocking oppreſſions they had experienced 
from Britiſh governors, and the oppoſite treatment 


which the French general had indiſcriminately ex- 


erciſed towards them all, who would have blamed 
them for a contrary conduct? 

That the allurements of private emolument would 
induce eyery individual, ſettled at St. Euſtatius for 
commercial purpoſes, to avail himſelf of the advan- 
tage, which a free port offered, of trading with the 
different belligerent parties, 1s natural to ſuppoſe ; 
but that any general partiality exiſted, in the inha- 
bitants of St. Euſtatius, to the intereſts of France, 
or the other enemies of Great-Britain, is a charge 
poſitively withont foundation, In that, as in all 
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other communities, there were good and bad mem- 
bers; and the conſequence of the capture has af- 
forded no examples likely to reform the laſt-named 
claſs, or to ſecure the attachment of the firſt, 

The French, long diſtinguiſhed for the policy 
of ſeizing every opportunity to add luſtre to their 
name and nation, availed themſelves of that afford. 
ed by the meaſures at St. Euſtatius, which, on all 
occaſions, they difdained to imitate; but, on the 
contrary, contraited by the moſt pointed liberality 
and magnanimity. 

The liberty and property of Engliſhmen were in- 
vaded,—that of the French ſupported with unuſual 
energy. The fair prize of war was equally and in- 
ſtantly divided among the French ſoldiers and ſai- 
lors; — the Briuſh have received nothing, and ſpent 
their pay in purſuit of juſtice from the commanders, 
for whoſe glory and emolument they fought and 
bled ; the French commanders did not plunder the 
property of the Engliſh which fell into their power ; 


—- they have fince ſucceſsfully interfered for that 


of their own ſubjects, which was taken from them, 
at the capture of St. Euſtatius, by the Engliſh : the 
amount has been inveſtigated, and the ſufferers re- 
ceived, on the 12th of September, 1785, two mil- 
lions of livres in compenſation. (See Appendix, V.) 

When St, Euſtatius was retaken by the Marquis 


de Bouille, the liberality of that commander knew 


no diſtinctions; all private property was held ſacred; 
even that which was in ſpecie, taken from indivi- 
duals, and found. in the Engliſh governor's poſ- 
ſeſſion, to the amount of fifry thouſand pounds, was, 
by order of that noble-minded general, and free of 
deduction, reſtored to the original owners, whether 


ä Dutch, 
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Dutch, Engliſh, or of any other nation. The fur- 
plus for which no claimant appeared, and the pro- 
perty of which, for want of mark, could not be 
aſcertained, was at once diſtributed among the ſol- 
diers and ſailors; the moſt inferior of whom received 
more, as his ſhare, than any Engliſh officer has 
even now received from the riches of that place, ſo 
delibetately devoted to conqueſt and plunder; and 
which are eſtimated, in General Vaughan's letter, at 
four millions ſterling. 

The inconveniences J experienced by the manner 
in which myſelf and family were baniſhed, have 
been already ſtated. It was, therefore, an accep- 
table favour to be permitted, in conſequence of the 
liberal arrangements made there by the French ge- 
neral, to return to my own houfe. 

I ſhall cloſe this part of my narrative by the 
following ſhort detail, as a tribute due to the 
Marquis de Bouille, St. Euſtatius was taken on 
the Monday ; the money found in the government- 
houſe, belonging to the inhabitants, was reſtored 
to its owners on Tueſday ; the prize- money was di- 
vided among the officers, ſoldiers, and failors, on 
Wedneſday ; the government of the iſland was fixed 
on Thurſday ; and, on Friday, the French departed, 
leaving the inhabitants more aſtoniſhed at the libe- 
rality and diſintereſtedneſs of that general's conduct 
than at the boldneſs and ſucceſs of his attempt to 
ſurpriſe the garriſon. — It was by ſuch conduct that 
the French general made friends of his enemies ;— 
and, by a fatal reverſe, that the Engliſh made ene- 
mies of their friends | 

I have before ſaid, that, after the loſs of my pro- 
perty, I proceeded to.England in hopes of procuring 

25 | redreſs. 


It 


6 


edreſfs. Upon my arrival, in the month of Oo- 
tober, 1782, my firſt object was to obtain payment 
for the 5671. 45. which I had advanced for ſecret 
{-rvice, with the approbation and thanks of Lord 
Rodney and General Vaughan. On my firſt inter- 
view with Lord Rodney, that nobleman expreſſed 
much ſurpriſe at being informed that this ſum had 
never been reimburſed : General Vaughan appeared 
to have no recollection of the circumſtance ; though 
a gallant general, who had officially and confiden- 
tially been privy to the whole, had the goodneſs to 


tell me, he would, if called upon, appear in evi- 


dence: and, after repeated applications and inter- 
views, I procured a note from his lordſhip to Mr. 
Akers, ſtating a wiſh to be informed“ what 
money had been paid me on a certain occaſion, 
agreeable to the direttion Mr. Akers had from Lord 
Rodney and General Vaughan for that purpoſe,” 
(ſee Appendix, X.) The only anſwer, that could 
be obtained from Mr. Akers, was a denial in 
writing of Lord - Rodney's aſſertion ; (ſee Ap= 
pendix, V.) that the admiral or general had ever 
d*-eted him to reimburſe the money, though they 
had frequently ſpoken together upon the ſubject. 
The acknowledgement of the ſervice, by which 
this debt was incurred, would have counteracted 


the aſſertions contained in Lord Rodney's official 


letter; a conſideration which, no doubt, had its 
weight with that nobleman, | 

After a ſeries of attendance and diſappointment 
too tedious to detail, I was induced to make appli- 
cation to the lords of the treaſury by a petition, pre- 
pared by the king's ſolicitor. It happened, how- 
ever, to be directed to the wrong board, and was 
* | returned 
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returned with the word Mi inſcribed upon the back. 
(See Appendix.) | 

In this dilemma, conceiving it might be very in- 
jurious, to my future purſuits, to diſcuſs a ſtory, 
blended with matter of ſuch peculiar ſecrecy, in a 
court of law, (a reſort to which, though prepared 
for, I was unwilling to have recourſe to,) I had the 


good fortune to procure an introduction to a noble- 


man, who had long held one of the higheſt depart- 
ments of ſtate, and who had been the friend and 
patron of Lord Rodney. In the preſence of this 
nobleman, that honourable lord ay pledged 
himſelf to give me a certificate to the admiralty for 


the payment of the ſum in queſtion. But this 


promiſe was never performed. 

At laſt, finding no dependence could be placed 
in obtaining any voucher from Lord Rodney, and 
anxious to aſcertain ſo material a fact, I preſented 
a memorial to the lords of the admiralty ; the ſub- 


ject was inveſtigated, and Lord Rodney's report 


taken; and I had at laſt the ſatisfaction to ſee my 
claim. admitted for the ſpecific ſum advanced, for 
which, by order of the noble lord, who preſided ar 
that board, I received an admiralty warrant, (but 
without intereſt, or any compenſation for my trou- 
ble, ) upon giving the recejpt, which appears in the 
Appendix, (Z.) 


My loſſes, in conſequence of the capture of St, | 
Euſtatius, made the return of this money neceſſary 


to me; but the fact it eſtabliſhed became of more 
importance, as a conſpicuous feature in my claim 
for what had been taken from me on that occaſion, 
which 1 continued to flatter myſelf would terminate 
favourably ; but, in the various diſcuſſions PRO 
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by the complicated intereſts, involved in the St. 
Euſtatius bufineſs, the courts of law having found it 
expedient to draw ſome line, THAT OF RESI- 
DENCE HAS BEEN MADE THE BOUN- 
DARY OF JUSTICE, and mine at St. Euſtatius, 
though ſo juſtifiable to myſelf and fo uſeful to my 
country, has unhappily excluded me from the chance 
of obtaining reſtitution by the ordinary mode of pur- 
ſuit ; while the merchants, who reſided in this coun- 


try, and eſtabliſhed temporary agents there (to carry 


on the ſame trade for which the Engliſh merchants, 
who had a fixed reſidence at that free port long be- 
fore, have been condemned, and) to make the moſt 
of the market which the war had created, have had a 
Judgement in their favour, On the ſubject of crimes 
and puniſhments, an emiuent author has bewailed, 
that the preſent ſyſtem of penal laws preſents to the mind 
an idea of power rather than of juſtice ; the national 
faith is diſtinguiſhed for the purity of its principles 
and for the ſcrupulous ſolemnity with which it has 
been obſerved. The united voice of the loyaliſts 
has been heard and attended to:—the ear of juſtice 
is alike open to all, - though the cry of many, who 
individually have received real injuries, wants force 
to penetrate through the ſurrounding labyrinths of 
the law, 

It has been ſaid more than once, by characters at 
the head of that department in this kingdom, and 
lately by the preſent lord chancellor; “that nothing 
ce jn a free country ſhould be held more ſacred 
e than private property; that it ſhould never be 
c liable to the caprice of any man or ſet of men, 
« however important they might be; and that 
« compenſation ſhould always be made to thoſe 

ce whole 
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t whoſe intereſts have been ſacrificed to public expe= 
« dience.“ I have loſt my property; as a pretext 
for the plunder, I have been attacked in my repu- 
tation; and to complete the peculiarity of the caſe, 
after. a conliderable waſte of time, expence, and at- 
tendance, am yet to learn where effectual applica- 
tion can be made for that reparation, which 1s due 
to me as an individual, and which I ſtill encourage 
the hope, that my country will conſider conſiſtent 


with its policy, juſtice, and liberality, to afford. 


It bas been expeRed, that the making this narrative 
public would have been prevented, —which is the only 
apology that can be offered for its appearance, at the 
moment when the urgency of my private affairs obliges 


me to leave the kingdom, — with a reſolution to return 
at the call of juſtice. 
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A. 
On his Majeſty's Service. 
To R. D. Jennings, Eſq. St. Euſtatius. 
SIR, 


DESIRE. the favour of your ſending me, as 
privately as poſſible, four thouſand weight of 
powder, (v1z. three thouſand cannon, one thouſand 
iſtol,) five hundred muſquets and bayonets, five 
hundred cutlaſſes, four hundred weight of junk, and 
what ſix- pound and four- pound round ſhot, you can 
get, even to the amount of fix hundred ſix-pounders, 
and four hundred four-pounders. I will ſee you paid. 


I am, Sir, 
St. Chriſtopher's, your moſt humble ſervant, 
October 19, 1778. Wm, Matthew Burt. 


P.S, I wiſh you would ſend the above in aNutch 


veſſel, 


E SIR, 
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B. 
SIR, 
Yeſterday I had your favour of the 23d, by Cap- 
tain „and am much obliged for the trou- 


ble you have had. On the arrival of the articles 1 


mentioned to you, I hope we ſhall be ſo wel: ſup- 
plied, and very ſoon in ſo good a poſture of defence, 
as not only to make every ſtep of an enemy attend- 
ed with danger and loſs to them, but alſo a certain- 
ty of maintaining the ſovereignty of this iſland, 
againſt any force the French king may ſend to attack 
it. 


October 25, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
. Nn. Matthew Burt. 
R. D. Jennings, Eſq. 
e. 
SIR, 


o 


Notwithſtanding I am fo ill, that I can ſcarcely 
fit up, I will thank you with my own pen, for the 
attention you have ſhewn in the ſupplies I have 
wanted. I beg the remainder may come, and the 


powder that is the laſt ſent, and what now remains 

behind, muſt be at four joes. Mr. | 

will ſend you the extract from the Engliſh newſ- 

Paper; it comes in various private letters, (Mr, 

|  Fahie writes me,) from Liverpool, to gentlemen at 

i\ Tortola, dated 7th September, and not the af 
| | int 
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hint that Spain had declared the independency of 


N. America. My letters from government, dated 
Auguſt 7, aſſure me of the ſtricteſt amity between 
Spain and Great Britain, I have alſo particular 
inſtructions reſpecting this amity. | 


I am, ſir, 
St. Chriſtopher's, your moſt humble ſervant, 
Nov.7, 1778. Wm. Matthew Burt, 
R. D. Jennings, Eſq. © 
D. 
DEAR SIR, 


I 'was favoured with yours by your clerk, and the 
next day gave your letter to Captain Barker, agent 
for the tranſports, who carried it to Admiral Byron; 
he will, no doubt, think himſelf much obliged to 
you for your offer. 1 am no ſeaman, but if I can 
judge from the appearance of Byron's ſhips, ſome 
of them are much in want of maſts and yards, and 
I think it a fortunate circumſtance your being able 
to ſupply them. The Monmouth in particular, in 
my opinion, cannot turn to windward until ſhe is 
repaired. I leave this in a day or two for Grenada, 
and ſhall with pleaſure execute any commands you 
may have there, as I am with: real regard, 


Dear ſir, 
St. Chriſtopher's, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
16 July, 1779. 
R. D. Jennings, Eſq. 
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E. 


In caſe of need, the official letters f Admiral 
Byron, if referred to, would prove the ſubject of 
the letter. 1 


1 
* 


DEAR SIR, 

Captain Hawkins, of the Deal-Caſtle, unfor- 
tunately loſt his ſhip, and became a priſoner, with 
his crew, at Porto Rico, My particular friend 
there ſupplied that gentleman and his officers 
with what they wanted, and took their bills 
on London to the amount of 3891. 13s. 4d. ſter- 
ling, for his re-imburſement. Not having been 
lately informed of the courſe of exchange in theſe 
jſlands, he at a venture regulated theſe at 50 per cent. 
which Captain Hawkins, perhaps from being e- 
qually unacquainted with the exchange, thought 

w. As made this advance from the 
moſt diſintereſted motive, he has wrote me on the 
ſubject, and deſired me to put this matter on ſuch 
a footing, as may be perfectly conſiſtent with the 
principles which induced him to make the advance. 
As I have not the honour to know Captain Haw: 
| bp FOI OY _— SP kins, 


1 
kins, or where a letter might reach him, I take the 
liberty to write you on the ſubje&, and beg that 
you would be pleaſed to let that gentleman know, 
it is at s requeſt I make this application, 
and that I am ready to make any reimburſement 
Captain Hawkins or yourſelf might think proper 
on that tranſaction, taking the liberty to aſſure you, 
ſo far as my intereſt and connexion can be uſeful. 
I ſhall at all times be happy to employ both in ſuch 


acts of humanity, or for the ſervice of my country= 
men. 


St. Euſtatius, Jam, with reſpect, 
25 Jan. 1781. your obedient ſervant, 
Aretas Akers, | R. D. Jennings. 


N. B. This letter will appear to have been written 
but nine days before the capture of St. Euſtatius. 


DEAR SIR, 

Your favour of yeſterday was handed me this 
morning. General Preſcot has received the buſi- 
neſs with great zeal, and has diſpatched it to Ge- 
neral Vaughan and Admiral Rodney. I have alſo 
ſent a particular relation to Mr. Hamilton, but I 
could hardly ſtoop to do it, having been ſo much 
vexed at the neglect and ſupine behaviour of 
the gentry in that department upon the late ſi- 
milar occaſion. I aſſure you, I was ſo much a- 


ſhamed 
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fhamed of it, that I refrained going to St. Euſtatia 
afterwards, leſt I ſhould ſee more diſappointed per- 
ſons, and ſuch as had as much cauſe as myſelf, to 
deſpiſe them for their ingratitude to individuals, and 
want of zeal to their country. I am truly ſorry I 
was the means of bringing any plague of this kind 
upon you. I know you have buſineſs of your own 
perplexing enough, and ſo have I, God knows. I 
alſo know myſelf to be very unfit to meddle in po- 
litical matters. This was not of my own ſeeking, 
but I was called upon to make the firſt embaſly, 
and in a way that I could not refuſe it. I have re- 
peated the propoſals, and pointed out the proper 
channel to proceed in; God knows what will be the 
refult ; J expect it will be well received by one ar 
the other of the great men, and as ſoon as I can get 
any information it ſhall be immediately communi- 
cated. 
J am, with great regard, 


C. Kit's, Dear ſir, Ne | 
1780. yours very affectionately, 
R. D. Jennings, Eſq. 
H. 
DEAR SIR, 


If the man you mention turns out equal to his 
1 you may promiſe him every thing that 
ſentiment or utility merit. Mr. Ramſay is juſt 
arrived from the fleet; he informs me that the we 
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miral is exceedingly deſirous of eſtabliſhing a chan- 
nel for intelligence, andpromiſes liberally to reward 
whatever promotes the ſervice. Nothing, but his 
being ſo aſſiduouſly employed in watching the ene- 
my's ſquadrons, prevented him determining on ſome 
2 before this laſt came down, and this laſt ac- 

nowledges that the perſon to whom I now write 
was the man whom he wiſhed to be conſulted in 
determining on the affair, eſpecially as he knows 
him to be particularly converſant in places and ſi- 


tuations where operations will probably point. But 


he dared not mention his name till he had conſulted 
with perſons who had a chance of having ſome 
weight with him, and it was his wiſh not to have 
his name uſed. 

If your man will come up, I propoſe ſending to 
Commiſſioner Laforey ſor a ſhip to carry him to 
the fleet. He ſhall have letters of introduction, 
announcing his intentions, and Mr. Ramſay will 
ſend by him particular letters to the Admiral and 
General Vaughan, which ſhall mention him as a 
man capable of anſwering their wiſhes in what they 
have ſo much at heart. He ſhall alſo have letters 
from me on the ſame ſubject. I thank you, my 
dear ſir, for your letter, and ſhall at all times be 
happy to have your correſpondence, being, with 
real regard, 2 

Your faithful and obedient ſervant, 

Se. Kits, A. Aers. 
June 10, 1780. 

R. D. Jennings, £/q. 


N. B. Numerous letters from Mr. Akers are ready 
to be produced, recommending ta me officers in the * 
an 
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and acknowledging my civilities to them, and my pub- 
lic ſervices. Yet this gentleman, when St. Euſtatius 
was taken, refuſed me every kind of introduction, aud 
is ſuſpeted, from the beſt grounds, of having, from 
an intereſted jealouſy, been principally inſtrumental in 


prejudicing Lord Rodney againſt me, over whom his 


intereſt was unbounded. 


J. 


DEAR SIR, 
General Preſcot has received anſwers, from Ge- 
neral Vaughan and Admiral Rodney, to his letters 


reſpecting the ſecret buſineſs which I acquainted 


you that I had metioned to him, previous to the 
application from another perſon. He tells me they 
are very earneſt and liberal, and offer every thing 
that can be neceſſary before, as well as what will be 
thought generous and genteel after, any ſervices are 
performed. 

The general wiſhes to put the machine in mo- 
tion immediately, and requeſts that ſome arrange- 
ment and plan might furniſhed him as quick as 
poſſible. I told him of the matter having been 
ſince communicated to another perſon, and what 
diſaſter attended the firſt attempt, but I could 
give him no information of any thing that had 
been done ſince, as I am myſelf. totally ignorant 
of it, not having ſeen the gentleman ſpoken of for 
ſome time, nor heard any thing from you relative 
to the matter, The general ſays that one channel 


only 


| ( 41 ) 
only ſhould be kept open, that either will anſwer» 


leaving the choice to be made by others. He 
wiſhes for immediate advice of any and every mat- 


ter that will depend on him for carrying into ex- 
ecution ; offers a paſs, and gives every aſſurance 
of acting properly; but requeſts that the arrange- 
ment and plan, upon ſetting off, may be furniſhed 
him quick, and be made as full and as clear for 
him as poſſible. He is ſaid to be ſecret, active, and 
enterpriſing, and is inexpreſſibly earneſt in the ſer- 
vice of his country. 1 wiſh the two agents may 


act cordially, or that matters could be ſo conducted 


as to avoid jealouſy or offence to either in ſhewing 
a preference to the other, 
St. Kits. 


Fuly 3, 1780. 


K. 


DEAR SIR, 

I have received your obliging letter, and had 
half- an-hour's private converſation with our mutual 
friend, Had I knowa in time ot the failing of the 
ſchooner with on-board, I could, 


with great caſe, I apprehend, have ſecured him, che 


Greyhound man of war being now here, who would 


have directly gone out; but, untortunately, the 


maſter of the expreſs which was ſent to Mr. 
| and arrived at eleven o'clock laſt night, 
neglected to call on him till ſeven this morning; 


F ſo 
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ſo that I knew not of it till after nine o'clock. I 
will, however, endeavour, as far as I can without 
raiſing ſuſpicions, to get a faſt ſailing privateer or 
two to get out and take the chance of intercepting 
him. He would, I find, be a noble acquiſition 
indeed. The other man will alſo be ſuch an ac- 
quiſition as has been long wiſhed for. You may 
aſſure him of every thing being done for him which 
he pointed out to Mr, | beſides the moſt 
liberal rewards from government, which 1 have 
every right to aſſure him of. You have not ſaid, 
in anſwer to my laſt, whether he would come up 
here to go on-board the man of war I expect from 
Antigua, for the purpoſe of carrying him to the 
fleet. Mr. thinks he would rather wiſh 
firſt to go in order to get the beſt and lateſt intel- 
ligence to convey on his return. Be ſo good as to 
ſertle that matter with him and let me know, Tell 
him to communicate freely his wiſhes to you; you 
will let me know them, and he may be aſſured they 
ſhall be complied with. With reſpect to yourſelf, 
you may rely on my honor that your name ſhall 
not be uſed but for the purpoſe of impreſſing Sir 
George with proper notions of the confidence which 
might be placed in you; and you will not only be 
intitled to, but may be aſſured from him, on the 
part of government, of, the moſt gratetul and ſen- 
ſible returns,—I could have wiſhed our friend could 
have gone down to you; I propoſed it, but, well- 
inclined as he is, the failing of the fleet ſoon gives 
him fo much buſineſs, he fears it will be impoſſi- 
ble. Believe me Ho 
St. Kits, your ever obt and aff. ſervant, 
Tune 13, 1780. A. Akers, 
K. D. Jenuings, Eq. 6 L. 
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L. 


DEAR SIR, 
This will be delivered to you by Mr. 
who was unfortunately taken and brought in here. 
have purchaſed the veſſel for him, and he now 
carries her down. The reſt will be told you by 
himſelf. Tou will do in this matter what you 
think right and beſt, I ſhall write very fully to 
you to-morrow ;—at preſent I am greatly hurried. 
Dear fir, 
your's, faithfully, 
A. Akers, 


1 has been robbed of every 
thing. I with to do my endeavours to procure 
reſtitution if poſſible, The cargo has not been 
purchaſed becauſe I did not hold it eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary. 

R. D. Jennnings, Eig. 


M. 


It is the commander- in chief 's orders that Ri- 
chard Downing Jennings be permitted to paſs and 
re- paſs on-board any ſhip or veſſel in the road as 
his buſineſs or the ſervice may require. 


St. Euſtatius, * Ja. Cockburn, 
Feb. 14, 1788. . M. General. 
— F 2 General 


DIM 
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General Vaughan orders that Mr. Jennings may 
be ordered to embark with his family to-morrow 
morning, at ſeven o'clock, and all the Americans.“ 
Wedneſday, April 11, | Ja. Cockburn, 

I paſt 12 o'clock. 9. M. General. 


* N.B. The original order, from the admiral, was 
adheren s; ut Americans is the quarter-maſter's 
own work. 


N. 


SIR, 

I have, to my mortification, been obliged to de- 
fer my trip to Europe till the ſpring, as I could 
not go before without leaving the little that remains 
for the ſupport of my family too much expoſed. 

I hear ſome regulations are taking place at St. 
Euſtatius, and that the oaths of allegiance are to 
be tendered to all who will take them; by which 
teſt the liberty to remain there or not is to be eſta- 
bliſned. Some ſuch meaſure as this, in the earl 
part of the Euſtatius buſineſs, would have ſaved 
much trouble and anxiety to many. 

I am fo aukwardly and uncomfortably ſituated 
here, that I cannot reſiſt the temptation of enqui- 
ring if any particular inſtructions have been left by 
the commander- in- chief, that would prevent the re- 
turn of my family and if it might interfere with 
any line of conduct you might, in your own good 
judgement, have thought proper to adopt. 


The 


7's 
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The civilities I have received from you, fir, in 
the early part of our captivity, have long ſince con- 
vinced me that, in your own private capacity as 
a gentleman, you meant me no 1njury. | 

I hope, fir, you will extend your good will fo 
far as to pardon the liberty I take in this application, 
and to allow me to aſſure you of the reſpe& with 
which I have the honour to be, fir, 


St. Kits, your moſt obedient and 
Auguſt 9, 1781. moſt humble ſervant, 
To James Cockburn, Eig. R. D. Jennings, 


Governor of St. Euſtatius. 


DEAR SIR, FE 

I was this morning favoured with your letter, 
and ſincerely wiſh that my power was equal to my 
inclinations to alleviate your diſtreſs; but, alas! 1 
is not! | 

The commander-in-chief gave me no freſh in- 
ſtructions in any degree favourable, but, on the con- 
trary, enjoined me to execute his former orders with 
reſpect to thoſe who were ordered off the iſland. 

The oaths now adminiſtered are only to thoſe 
who are allowed to continue there. 

I beg you to be aſſured that nothing would make 
me more happy than having an opportunity of con- 
vincing you that I am, with great eſteem, 

St. Euſtatius, your moſt faithful ſervant, 
Auguſt 10, 1781. Ja. Cockburn. 
Mr. Jennings. 
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O. 


By the Commiſſioners for executing the Office 
of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Sc. | 


The king having taken into canſideration the 
many injurious proceedings of the States General of 
the United Provinces and their ſubjects, as ſet forth 
in his royal manifeſto of this day's date, and being 
determined to take the moſt rigorous meaſures for 
vindicating the honour of his crown, and for pro- 
curing reparation and ſatisfaction, by attacking and 
ſubduing ſuch of the Dutch poſſeſſions in the Weſt- 
Indies as the commanders 1 his majeſty's land and 
ſea-forces in that quarter ſhall be of opinion may 
be attempted with ſucceſs; and Lord George Ger- 
main, one of his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of 
ſtate having informed us, that, in a ſecret diſpatch of 
the above mentioned date, he has ſignified to Major 
General Vaughan his majeſty's pleaſure, that he 
ſhould conſult with you upon the beſt means of car- 
rying his majeſty's intentions into immediate execu- 
tion; you are therefore, in purſuance of his majeſty's 
commands, ſignified to us by his lordſhip's above- 
mentioned letter, hereby required and directed to 


conſult with Major General Vaughan, or the com- 

mander of his. majeſty's troops, upon the beſt means 

of attacking and ſubduing the poſſeſſions of the 

States-General of the United Provinces within your 

command ; and whatever iſland or territory you or 

he ſhall concur in opinion may be attacked with 
| ſuccels, 
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ſucceſs, you are with his majeſty's ſhips under your 
command, or ſuch of them as may be neceſſary, to 
co-operate with and give all poſſible aſſiſtance to the 
commander of the land- forces in attacking and ſub- 
duing the ſame; and when ſubdued in keeping poſ- 
ſeſſion thereof, if you and he ſhall judge it neceſſary 
and proper to do ſo. The iſlands which preſent 
themſelves as the firſt objects of attack are St. Eu- 
ſtatius and St. Martin's, neither of which it 1s ſup- 


poſed are capable of making any conſiderable re- 


ſiſtance againſt ſuch a land and ſea-force as you 
and the general can ſend againſt them, if the attack 
be ſuddenly made and carried on with that vigour 
and intrepidity which your high characters leave no 
room to doubt will be exerted upon this occaſion ; 
and as the enemy have derived great advantages 
from thoſe iſlands, and it is highly probable con- 
ſiderable quantities of proviſions and other ſtores 
are laid up there, or are upon their way thither, 
which may fall into our hands, if we get poſſeſſion 
ſpeedily, it is his majeſty's pleaſure that we ſhould, 
and we do hereby accordingly, recommend ro you 
the immediate attack and reduction of thoſe iſlands, 
as of very great importance to his majeſty's ſervice. 
Given under our hands, the twentieth of De- 
cember, one thouſand, ſeven hundred, and 
eighty. | 
Sandwich, 
Liſburne, 
| Bamber Gaſcoyne. 
To Sir George Brydges Rodney, Bart. WT 
Knight of the Bath, Admiral of the 
White, &c. or to the Commander 
in Chief for the Time being, of his 
Majeſty's 


| 


! 
| 
G 
* 
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Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels at Bar- 
Badoes, the Leeward Iſlands, Cc. 
By Command of their Lordſhips, 
Ph. Stephens. 


P. 


By the Roebuck Packet, Sandwich, at St. Euſtatius, 
Duplicate by the Swift Packet, 26 March, 1781. 


SIR, 

Since my laſt of the 17th inſtant, by his majeſty's 
ſhip the Venus, I muſt defire you will pleaſe to ac- 
quaint their lordſhips, that Captain Cadogan, in his 
majeſty's ſhip Licorne, with the trade for Jamaica 
under his convoy, has failed, and that Martinique 


continues to be cloſely blockaded by the ſquadron 


of his majeſty's ſhips under the command of Rear 
Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, An anecdote, which I 
think highly neceſſary their lordſhips ſhould be ac- 
quainted with, has lately come to my ears, and 
which will prove the rancour the people ſettled in 
this. iſland, and who call themſelves Engliſh ſub- 
jets, (though they loſt the noble privileges annexed 
thereto. when they became Dutch burghers,) bore to 
their mother country. | 
It is well known, that his majeſty's fleet employ- 
ed in theſe ſeas, and where the wear and tare is 
much more conſiderable than in the European ſeas, 
had frequently been in want of all forts of cordage, 
more eſpecially ſince the late hurricane, _ the 
| orm 


S. 
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ſtorm of wind the ſquadron under my command en- 
countered on its leaving the coaſt of America. 

The diſtreſſed ſituation of the fleet under my 
command obliged me to give orders, to the ſtore- 
keeper of his majeſty's yard at Antigua, to purchaſe 
cordage to refit them; and, although by himſelf and 
his deputies every endeavour was made to purchaſe 
cordage at St, Euſtatius, ſuch was the ill-will of 


the inhabitants, none could be procured, under the 
pretence they had none in ſtore,“ when, - behold, 


upon taking the iſland and ſeizing the ſtore-houſes, 
many hundreds of tons were found therein; which 
muſt have been lodged there a conſiderable time, 
for the ſole purpoſe of ſupplying his majeſty's pub- 
lic enemies, and the rebellious ſubjects in America; 
upwards of fifty American veſſels have been taken 
ſince the capture of this iſland ; the numerous let- 
ters, found on-board them, plainly prove that, their 
hulls and maſts excepted, all their rigging, fails, 
cannon, powder, ammunition, and ſtores of all 
kinds, in order to navigate them, were ſent from 
this iſland, without whoſe aſſiſtance the American 
navigation could not poſſibly have been ſupported. 
Theſe, fir, are facts incontrovertible, and can be 
proved by numberleſs letters of correſpondence be- 
tween them, as well as by their own books, which were 


ſent to England in his majeſty s ſhip the Venus, in order 


to their being laid before bis majeſty's miniſters. | 

So open and barefaced has been the conduct of 
this iſland, in ſupplying his majeſty's enemies with 
naval and military ſtores, that without their aſliſt- 


It is poſſible ſuch an application might have been made when there was no 
cordage in the market; but it is juſt as probable, that, if there had heen any, it 
would not have been refuſed. 
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ance they would never have been enabled to have | 
continued any conſiderable time in theſe ſeas; and | 
{ 


ſo inimical have they always proved to his majeſty, 
that by Mr. Moc kton, ſtore-keeper at Antigua, I am 


aſſured, that in the ſpace of ſeveral years, and at | 
times when there was the greateſt want of cordage, |; 
not more than thirty ron in the whole was ever pro- | 
cured from this iſland. a 
Ihe convoy for Great Britain ſhall ſail agreeable F 
to their lordſhips directions. 0 
1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, your moſt obedient, and t 

Pb. Stepbens, Eſq. molt humble ſervant, a 
| G. B. Rodney. f 
[ 

— — — — C 
1 
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St. Chriftopher, : 

In the K ice- Admiralty. t 
. 3 
Againſt the Snow Joachim Saint Anna. | - 

The Depoſition of Daniel Roſs. a 
Perſonally appeared Danict Roſs, who, being 5 
ſworn on the holy evangeliſts of Almighty God, be 


ſaith, — That, on or about the 27th day of March 
lat, All the goods and merchandiſe of Meſſrs. Mil- 
ner and Crawford, of St. Euſtatius, were, by order of S 
the commanders in chief, fold by this deponent at 
public ſale, as venduc-maſter,—And this i e 
arther 


2 
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farther ſaith, that there was, in the ſaid ſtore of Mil- 
ner and Crawford, a large cheſt of arms, reſerved, 
for the uſe of his majeſty, and which was given in 
charge to William Gordon, the acting deputy, 
quarter-maſter. — This deponent farther faith, 
that in the ſtore of J. D. Pieſt, purchaſed by Ed- 
mund Proudfoot of Grenada, there was a conſide- 
rable quantity of Raven's duck and Ruſſia drab, 
which was, by conſent of Matthew Foſter and Aretas 
Acres, Eſquires, agents, ſold, together with the 
other goods in the ſaid ſtore, to the {aid Proudſoot. 
Said deponent farther ſaith, that, when the ſales of 
the ſtores firlt began, and for eight or ten days after, 
all the canvaſs and Ravens's duck were excepted 
from ſale in all the ſtores, but that afterwards, by 
particular deſire of the agents, this deponent, in 


order to raiſe the value of the ſtores, aſſured the 


purchaſers of ſucl ſtores, that all the Raven's duck 
that might be found in them, they, the purchaſers, 
were intitled to; and, in conſequence of ſuch decla- 
rations at the ſales, the ſuperintendant had direc- 
tions to clear out all the Rayen's duck ſhipped off in 
the ſundry ſtores, and one of the agents certified, on 
the back of ſuch certificate, his approbation of the 
lame, —Said deponent farther ſaith, that the goods 
and merchandiſe of Mr. J. D. Pieſt, purchaſed by 
Edmund Proudfoot of Grenada, ſhipped on-board 
a Portugueze ſnow, had been before fold by him, 
this deponent, at vendue, to Jokn Dunlop, of St. 
Croix, and which purchaſe, by particular indulgence 
of the agents, was ſet aſide to caſe the ſaid Dunlop. 
— Said deponent farther faith, that, when the ſaid 
goods and merchandiſe of J. D. Pieſt were called 
out a ſecond time for ſale, in order to raiſe the 

G 2 price 
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price offered, all the goods whatever were fold in 
that ſtore, without any reſervation, as had been 
ſometimes cuſtomary, and, in particular, a parcel of 
Raven's duck and Ruſſia drab packed up together, 
and being about one hundred and forty, or fifty 

je ces. 

Sworn before me, this 

10th of July, 1781. Daniel Roſs. 
da Fade. 


St. Chriſtopher, October 4, 1786. Theſe are to 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original, 
now remaining on record amongſt the admiralty 
proceedings in the ſecretary's office of this iſland, 

| | | E. Moore, | 
Reg. in Admiralty. 


N. B, When the two following letters were writ- 
ten, Lord Rodney was actually at St. Kits, and at 
the houſe of Mr, Akers, his agent, to whom they 
are directed, 1 5 = 


* R. 


SIR, | 

A Captain Cornelivs Claaſen Cool, of the ſhip | 
de Vrou Elizabeth, has brought me a parcel of 
opened letters to-day,—and ſays he has been carried 
into Moyatſerrat, — from thence acquitted, and is | 
now 


D 


e ſhip | 


cel of 


carried | 
and is 


now 
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be furniſhed at ſhort notice, 


© $33 


now at St. Kits, where his ſhip was carried by ſome 
of Admiral Rodney's ſhips. He fays he has been 
diſcharged from the admiral, as to the right of de- 
taining the veſſel, — but that his excellency wants 
the wine he has on-board for the uſe of the navy. 
The letter, informing particulars of his cargo, he 
ſays, he incloſed in one of his own, and gave it to 
one of the officers who was on-board his ſhip, re- 
queſting him to forward it here; and that, having 
waired ſome time for an anſwer in vain, he con- 
cluded to come down here, to ſee thoſe to whom 
his cargo is conſigned, — that two hundred and odd 
pipes of the wine are for me, and fifty odd pipes for 
Meſſrs. Noble and Lindos, of this iſland ; the firſt 
by order of Meſſts. Hope and Co.—the laſt by that 
of Meſſrs. Muilmans, of Amſterdam, all ſhipped by 
Meſſrs. Comyns, Brothers, and Powers, of Teneriff. 
As theſe letters have not come to hand, and Mr. 
Noble as well as myſelf are without any informa- 
tion of particulars, we know not what to do in the 
matter, and requeſt you would be ſo good as to let 
us know all you might have heard of the matter, 


for our government ; and, if we are at liberty to treat 


for the wine, we ſhould be happy to have an op- 
portunity of ſupplying Admiral Rodney, and would 
wiſh to add to the parcel about one hundred hogſ- 
heads of Liſbon wine, which I have lately received, 


beſides an hundred dozen of pretty good claret. If 


the admiral has occaſion for theſe things, or any 
other to be procured here, they ſhall go on very 
reaſonable terms. I expect a ſhip every moment 
with wine from Bourdeaux, and another from Rot- 
terdam, with cordage, either or all of which ſhall 


' Your 


6 5 n " 
e AM 12 a ** 
" * * . TP NS - 
_ * % A 9 * * KC 1.1 — * Ju 4 
9 
— r . * 


55 


Your occupations will prevent your attending to 
theſe things, which has induced me to aſk the favour 
of Mr, to deliver this letter, and 
to receive your anſwer, by which you will particu- 
larly oblige | 


St. Euſtatius, your molt obedient ſervant, 
July 28, 170. R. D. Jennings. 
Aretas Akers, Eſq. 
8. : 
DEAR SIR, 


Conſidering how much you have to do juſt now, 


I] wrote to my good iriend, Mr. -. _ . reſpeſt- 
ing the wine on-board the Dutch ſnow, Vrow Eli- 
zabeth. He writes me you have been ſo kind as 
to tell him the admiral would purchaſe the whole 
at a reaſonable price. You may well believe I 
ſhould be ſorry to let ſuch an opportunity paſs. I 
hope you will give as much for it as you can. The 
houſe, which ſhipped this at Teneriffe, ſends re- 
markable good wine to market, equal to any Ma- 
deira generally bought out, and not particularly 


ordered: —it is charged at ſixty dollars the pipe, 


and amounts, with freight, &c. to 221. 175. 8d. I 
have explained myſelf fully to Mr. on the 
ſubject, and ſhould think the coſt a generous price 


but, as ſuch cuſtomers do not come to market every 


day, 


Fange. 


"of Ky 


day, I wiſh to deal on any terms that will juſtify 
me to the owners. Cordage, claret, powder, and 
various other things, I could ſupply, and ſhould be 
glad of an opportunity, if ſuch are wanted. As 
Mr. is unfortunately confined, your ſee- 
ing him will do him a pleaſure, and me a particular 
favour. 


St. Euftatius, I am always, very truly, 
Auguſt 1, 1780. your obedient ſervant, 
Aretas Acres, Eſq. R. D. Jennings. 

T. 


The parties are ſworn to the following oath, in the 
preſence of the aſſembled court. 


I do ſwear, upon the Holy Evangeliſts of the 
Almighty God, that, conſidering myſelf as a Bri- 
tiſh ſubject, I will nor ſhall not, during the courſe 
of this preſent war, take up arms againſt the States- 
General of the United Provinces, their ſubjects, 
and allies; among which allies I conſider the pow- 
ers that are now or may come in war with Great 
Britain; but ſhall be and remain neutral, giving 
up, therefore, all pretended right and title to the 
privilege of a Dutch burgher of St. Euſtatius, for 
now and for ever. I alſo ſwear to be true and truſty 
to the government that I ſhall not ſupply myſelf, 

or 
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or cauſe myſelf to be ſupplied, with any arms or 
weapons whatſoever, defenſive or offenſive, and pro- 
miſe to deliver up thoſe I may have; and, in caſe 
of an alarm, I will and ſhall remain at my lodging, 
and, by no means whatever, give nor cauſe to be 
given occalion to any intelligence, confuſions, or 
treacheries ;—all of which I do ſolemnly ſwear to 
abide by and perform, to all intents and purpoſes, 
under ſuch penalties as the law directs. 


V. 


The French at St. Euſtatius, at its capture, were 
in all 39, including women and clerks. They ſta- 
ted their loſs high. The ſubje& was inveſtigated 
between the two courts, and eſtabliſhed at 2,7 24,960 
livres Tournois ; but, as the payment of this ſum 
was ſuſpended from motives not publicly known, — 
the court of France, by a public act, paſſed the 12th 
of September, 1785, before the notary, Mr. Mo- 
reau, engaged to compenſate the ſufferers in the 
following manner, viz. 
Comptant, | livres, 400,000 
En aſſignations, fur la regie des domaines, 
=_ | payable par dixieme de mo1s-en-mols, a 
_ compter du premier de Janvier, 1786, 1,000,000 
3 En bordereaux de rentes à 4 per Ct. por- 
tant interet du primier Juilliet, 1785, 600,000 


— 


In all, livres Tournois 2,000,000 
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DEAR SIR, | 

I have juſt received your favour of yeſterday. 
Being at Baſſeterre, I immediately waited on Mr. 
Akers with your letter to him. I am ſorry to tell 
you that your coreſpondence with him has been de- 
ſtroyed, he ſays, by your deſire. I have preſerved 
my part of it, and you may depend on having it ſent 
you by the firſt conveyance after my return, which 
will not be till tomorrow evening. 

My heart bleeds, my dear fir, when I conſider 
the treatment you have met with. Your abilities 
muſt all be called forth to carry you through 


this diſtreſsful occaſion with firmneſs and compo- 


ſure. 1 earneſtly ſympathize with you; and I feel 
execedingly for Mrs. Jennings and the little folks. 
I had heard, before the receipt of your letter, that 
you were ordered to hold yourſelf in readineſs to 
embark ;- but I ſtill hoped that the order would not 
have been carried into execution. The houſe I live 
in is clear for your reception and family's. — I en- 
treat, my dear ſir, you will make it your retreat; 
it will make me happy if you will afford me an 
opportunity of ſhewing my attention, and that I am, 
unalterably, my dear fir, 
St. Kits, your very ſincere friend 
March 2, 1781. and well-wiſher. 
R. D. Jennings, Eig. 


H St, 


1 


St. Martin's. 
Before the honourable 
Charles Payne Brotherſon. 


Perſonally appeared Jacob Howe], late maſter of 
the ſchooner Adonis, who, being duly ſworn upon 
the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty God, depoſeth 
and ſayeth, that the deponent did, on the thirtieth 
day of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty- one, ſail from the iſland of Curagoa in the 
ſaid ſchooner Adonis, the Penny of Meſſrs. R. D. 


Jennings and Co. merchants of St. Euſtatius ; and, on 


this deponent's arrival at St. Martin's, the twenty- 


third day of the ſaid month, the deponent landed 
the ſum of eight thouſand dollars, at this deponent's 
dwelling-houle, ſhipped by Meſſrs. Tho. Webb and 
Co. merchants of Curagoa for account of the ſaid 
Meſſrs. R. D. Jennings and Co. and that, on the 
twenty- eighth of the ſaid month, Walter Young, Eſq. 
captain of the Sandwich, about nine o'clock at 
night, together with other officers and ſoldiers, called 
upon this deponent, at his houſe, and the ſaid Wal- 
ter Young did, by order of Sir George Brydges 
Rodney, demand ſixteen bags of money, agreeable 
to an information, landed by this deponent, at the 
deponent's houſe, on the twenty-third, between the 
hours of twelve and one o'clock at night; and, on 
this deponent's non-compliance with his demand, 
a confiſcation of this deponent's property immedi- 
ately to enſue : — this deponent did then deliver, to 
the ſaid Walter Young, fifteen bags of money, four 
of which were ſhipped by Meſſrs. Tho. Webb and 
Co. at Curagoa, for account of R. D. Jennings _ 
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Co. at St. Euſtatius, each bag containing one thou- 
ſand dollars, being marked R. D. J. No. 1 a 44 
And this deponent was, together with the ſchooner 
Adonis, taken to the iſland of St. Euſtatius, thence 
to the iſland of St. Chriſtophers, where the ſchooner 
Adonis, together with her loading, was libelled; 
and, on this deponent's examination upon oath, did 
declare that there was yet, in the poſſeſſion of Tho. 
Richardſon and Abraham Howel, a parcel of mo- 
ney, landed by this deponent, part of which was 
ſour bags, containing each bag one thouſand dol- 
lars, marked R. D. J. No. 5 a8, ſhipped by 
Meſſrs. Tho. Webb and Co. for account of Meſſrs. 
R. D. Jennings and Co. which was taken from the 
ſaid Tho. Richardſon and Abraham Howel, by 
Mr. | commander of his majeſty's 
cutter Sylph, by order of Sir George Brydges Rod- 
ney, whilſt this deponent was at St. Chriſtophers, 
under libel ; and farther this deponent faith not. 
Sworn, before me, this 6th Facob Howel, 
day of July, 1781, 
Charles Payne Brotberſon. 


X. 


Lord Rodney's compliments to Mr Akers, and 
wiſhes to be informed what money was paid Mr. 
Jennings, of St. Euſtatia, to reimburſe him his ad- 


vance on a certain occaſion, agreeable to the di- 
rections 
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rections Mr. Akers had from Lord Rodney and 
General Vaughan for that purpoſe. 


 Hartford-ftreet, 
March 10, 1783. 


J. 


« 


Mr. Akers's compliments to Mr. Jennings, and 


is very ſorry he called when Mr. A. was from home. 


He received the following anſwer from his father, 
yeſterday morning, which he would have acquaint- 
ed Mr. Jennings of, had he not expected to have 
ſeen Mr. J. — I have this moment got your let- 
ce ter, incloſing one from Lord Rodney, on the 
e ſubject of paying ſome money to Mr. Jen- 
© nings; his lordſhip writes to me to know how 
« much of that money I paid, agreeable to his di- 
© rections and General Vaughan's. The truth is 
« J never received directions from either of them 


: © to pay it, nor had I the diſpoſal of the money 


d at St. Euitatius, as you know, if I had received 
&« ſuch directions, I thould certainly have aſked 
« from them an order on the agents in general, of 
« which I was but one, for that purpoſe, for, real- 
« ly, I thought Mr. Jennings ſhould be paid his 
© money, which he ſo well deterved ; and I wiſhed, 
ce alſo, to be repaid the money I was myſelf in ad- 
© yance on that account, not one ſhilling of which 
© I have yet got; and 1 am glad Mr. Jennings has 
« agitated 


d 
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agitated the matter, as we ſhall now ſtand = 
chance of coming at it; and he may be aſſured of 


my giving every proper aſſiſtance, 


The true 


ſtate of the caſe is this, (and which my Lord Rod- 
ney muſt have forgotten), I mentioned the mat- 
ter to his lordſhip, and gave my opinion that the 


money ſhould be 


paid. 


His lordſhip agreed ir 


ought to be, and that he would ſpeak to General 
Vaughan for that purpoſe, as it came properly 
under his department, and he himſelf (his lord- 
ſhip) never drew any bills on government. I 
confeſs Lord Rodney ſhewed every poſſible diſpo- 
ſition for having the money paid; whether he 
forgot to mention it to General Vaughan, or 
whether the general was not diſpoſed to have any 
thing to do in it, from not having been the man 


immediately concerned, 


I know not; however 


ſo it was, | never received any orders to pay the 
money to Mr. Jennings or to repay myſelf. I 
would write to my Lord Rodney on the ſubject, 
but as many things may be neceſſary to explain, 
and as my abſence will not be long, I think ir 


belt to defer it till I come to town. 


In the mean 


time you may ſee Mr. Jennings, and read him 
this letter, or ſhew him the whole of it.” | 


ſequence of a memorial preſented to their lordſhips, 


Z. 


Received of Henry Parker, Eſq. by order of the 
lords of the admiralty, the ſum of 567 /. 45. in con- 


for 


— rom — 
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for the return of that ſum, advanced on ſecret and 
particula: ſervice, in the year 1780, while he re- 
ſided at St. Euſtatius, at the requeſt of Lord Rod- 
ney, by his agent, Aretas Akers, Eſq. in full of 


all demands for the above ſervice. 
l Signed, R. D. JENNINGS, 


April 9, 1784. 


THE END. 3 


